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‘¢ Fear not; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all People.” 
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A SERMON, 
BY REV. EDWIN FERRIS. 

“ He that shall blaspheme against the 
Holy Ghost hath never forgivness. bul is 
in danger of eternal damnation :” Mark, iii. 
29. , 
This sacred text is recorded in the most 

ositive and emphatical phraseology, and 
spoken by the Son of God : and it was ad- 
dressed to the malicious, hardhearted Jews, 
who hated him without a just cause. The 
immaculate Lamb of God came in the spi- 
rit of the Father’s love tothe world, that 
through death he might slay the enmity, | 
and take away the great unpardonable sin | 
of the world. The Son also had power to | 
forgive all pardonabie sins, as well as to | 
die for that which was unto death. The | 
crue! Jews hated him, because his doctrine | 
| 

} 

| 

| 





breathed impartial love to all peopic. At 

the same time they appear to be very tg- | 
norant of the nature of their sin ; and of | 
the only way of deliverance from it; so | 
thatin their works of hatred and malignity, | 
they acted out, what they Ieast understood. 
It appears to me that our Lord at that thre 
was pleased to give out a very important 
lessou of instruction, couched in as few 
words as the weighty subject would admit 
of. Is the verse immediately preceding the 
20th verse, he assures them that afd. sins 
and blasphemies shali be forgiven unto the | 
sons of meay and continues in our text to | 
name one which hath never forgivyness. | 
As much as though be had said; “ I the Son 


! 
| 
} 
of man, have power already on earth, tof 


forgive all sins but one, 1. e. sin against the 
holy Ghost. “Phe sin against the Spirit oi 
my Bather’s love, to his oilspring, is oF 
such a nature, (being asin unto death) it 
cannot be forgiven at ail, in time, nor 1 
ciernity.” “ | must, therefore, lay dowu 
ny life for the sheep.” The sin of the world 
which is unto death, must cost the cutting 
off the head ofevery man. “world have | 
you know, says an apostle, the hea of eye | 
ery man is Chrisi.”. When the head 1s cat | 
off, the body with all its members partake 

with the headjin death. But supposing a 

person is found guilty of high treason, and | 


ee ree 





beheaded ; can it ever be said the king 
pardoved the crime, for which he was put 
to death? Not intruth, I think. By par- 
ity of reasoning, if Christ died for the great 
sin of the world, the just for the unjust, and 
all his members suffer with him, can it ever 
be said in truth that sin which cost ibis 
dreadful death, is forgiven. The apostle 
says, “‘ whether one member sutler, all 
suffer with it.” Surely a crime for which 
all suffer is not forgiven, any more thana 
crime which is positively foryiven, should 
require a punishment according to the for- 
given crime, before the offender could le- 
gally be released. On this ground I con- 
ccive we have no need to inquire, in a war 


_ of words, about difierent words, or dispen- 


sations in which this sin (the sin agaist the 
holy Ghost) cannot be forgiven. In the 
iwelfth chapter of S*, Matthew, we read of 
two worlds, in neither of which is it to be 
iorgiven, and the holy scriptures are en- 
lircly silent, as it respects the forgivness of 
this sin ina third state or world, or even of 
the existence of such asin there. But the 
inference to be drawn from our tex! is, that 
the sn against the holy ghost hath never 
forgivness in any state, and that the offen- 
deris in danger of eternal damnation. | 
shall therefore come immediately to the 
following division of this very inieresting 
subject :— F 

1. I shal! attend to the revealed charac- 
ter of the Haly Ghost. 

2. Shall enceavor to show the nature of 
ttre sin against that holy Spirit of trath and 
OVE. 

3. Shall show why it never can be said 
in time or etervity that this sin is forviven. 

4. Shail show that no misery or punish- 
ment can equal eternal damnation in dura- 
tion of bews. 

Las ly. Shall make all appear in joint 
harmony with the text. 

The revealed character of the holy Ghost 
first claims our attention. 

i, It is the Spirit of the everlasting God 
proceeding from the holy Father, as na- 
tural light proceeds froia the natural sun. 
And as the sun is reveaicd in its rays of 
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heht 3; So is the merciful God, in his holy 
Spirit revealed ; all of his inimitable per- 
fections may be traced in th le holy ghost, 
as the inspiration of the Almvchity, siving 
man understanding. We are iniormed thot 
holy men spake as they were mov 
we Ghost. 

. We will attend to what they h 
said of this divine Spirit; especially he 
wan Christ Jesus. who had the Spirit 
without measure ; likewise his concep! 
was ofthe holy Ghost. That tesson of in 
struction, Which he gave to 
the day of his flesh, when he was 
leave them, as is recorded in the | 
ter of St. John’s gospe, will pour a glovi- 
ons flood of light on this subject, which we 


ied continued in ihe Lath 


ters of said gosnel, in 
the lath chapt er, be calls it the 
truth whom the world cannot receive ; and 
in the 26th verse our Lord calls it “ the 
Convforter, which 1s the heiy ghost,” a 
teacher, one who reer ts the memory, &e. 
Ip the 26th verse of the 15th vay ter, tp 
says, “ But when the Comforter is come, 
whom 1 will send uate you from the la. 
ther, even the Sprit 

ceeceth from the Father: he shail t 

of me.” Inthe 16th chaptes 
Sth and 10th versis, he is a Conifo 
reprover of sin, rightcousness, and of judy- 
eo to the world. In the 13 h 


i } Versc | 
ho sly en ost is the Spirit of truth h, a yaide tn- 


=! 


7 
1o)Y 
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Ov 


bis d seinies 


of truth, which pro- 


atrta 


7th, Sth, 


foal l truth, an d the Sp! mmtop pio} te C% G 
the glory or glorifier of Chris: accor dine 
tothe 14th verse. “A 
bis spirit is given to every man 
with all,’ “but not their everlasting 


mark that. ‘The mystic 


Sn 


! Ie, 
VOUY OF Christ iS 


ith chap-| 


GOSrEL: ING 


ved by thie 


about to | 


and 16th chap- | 
the {7th verse of! 
spirit of) 





SUIRER 
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named 


show the natu 
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F ' BoP OR . é 
real wag (ge UNHArCOuAN € sill, as 


A veal sin against any being or law, must 
neeossurly proeeed from a spirit enUrely 
* a ~ 
dificring la mature, fot ihe spirit of the 
erson sinned against, and the law trans- 
gressed. Ithas already becn ‘made to av- 
Cars tna he peture o ii haty ei ast is 
ve, it ohow { rss hat Aat Gr ii@- 
tred must be the feeding teature m the nae 
ture of that spira, by winch apy sin, or can 
ity Yr ' t the holy Sor ‘ | Newyse tru h, 
P ~ s 
holiness, and light are properties ascribed 
to the hy ly shost : con BQues tly, the con- 
(rary spirit is dari, delusive and uniioly. 
1 r e 4 


¥;. ad Ss, “Se st 
au¥t ry ul p ay or he hoiy 


spirit, is ay 
on the other hand, every move: 


. 1] - 2 sar tir 
Fave LO > ¥ ty 


ture : so, 


, hoo a ee oe { 

ment of the con'rary spirit 1s use ised 
’ 1 EN ape ot lL. ; 

laise, wr ue, dark BPRiLy ¢ ney ty rt 


I ding, Jarken'hyg and haun g 

his works of love, truts,and mercy. And 
thus sinning against lisholy spirit of divi 
leve. ‘The scriptures give that wi 
spirit a name, the “ carnal mine,” and at 
the same time express lis opposing nature 
to G irpally miuded ts death, 
(i. e. sin unto death.) butto be spiritually 
ice : because the car- 


is ennuly against God, for it 1s 


not sulvect to the flaw of Ged, neither ine 
deed can be.” Rom. vil. 6,7. Thelaw 
{ God is like its auther: a law of love. 
But the carmal mind cannot love, bat hute, 


sj 


manifestation of: 


fe prot 
i 


the temple of the boly ghost according to | 


the scriptures. He is ihe spirit of that love 
shed abroad i in the heart of man, “ the tree 
hioht that sh ineth i in darkness, and the dark- 
Hess COM pre hends it aol, 
of prophecy shining ina. 
Ps ‘ s . 
“ vtec ix igh is 

Father also love. And 
ore, 
love. lo 


’ 
9". 
tian 


, a) -_— 4 
hatred can say God ates any 


edus whiie we 
The holy ¢3 
God's unk 
creat 


} 
ae Ailist tc 


+ . — . . —F 1 y ' , “ 
Of ats moral works, wowd be lO Chars {hie 
holy Qne with denving timsen: and we 

Z ' } ee ¢° 9) Tt ~ ep 
read “ be cannot depy piniseid. He lov- 


were enemies t 
iost as the holvy emendation of 
sanded, universal love 
ah. He WhO shall 
holy ghost hath never forgiv- 


fgeour texf. 
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pot subject 
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9,10 Gal ve ti. © For all the | aw is 
fiiiitied in ore word, even in this: * thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyscif.?? This 


hoor, can never 

ee” P . 
rend, for ihe eXiS- 
tence of our nek vlibor is the work of ° a's 
lo - > and the car veal mind } js enmity a fails st 
r 


conseguentiy, hates the work of hits 


required love to our 
rocced from u 


1 


@ Cara: 


10d. 


5 1 roe Ua 
ands and can never love any thing cf him. 
ediate influence 


' al : 
ie whoacts under tue im 
of 


the wicked spit. can only hae God, 


through the medium of bating the werk- 
panship of his holy bands; hence hath 
the spirit of a murderer. St. Paul when 
ke the other uncouverted Jews, breathed 
jood and slaughter ,agaiost Christ and his 
followers, until the ennnty within him was 
lain. He was the chief of siuners ; a ha- 
ter uf Ged and his neighbor ccording to 
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envy, hatefuland ha ingone another. 
at that time they were characteristically 
‘ ont "pra ' ¢« ; cattt Lal an ~anles “és Hi 
muraecrers. dR Vlg eal til an apost:s ; = 
that hateth his brother is a murderer, and 
ye know that no murderer hath eterna! life 
rin him.’ 


THE GOS PEL INQUIRE R. 
Then, | 


| 


‘birth of inan follows, aud partakes 
_and of, ¢ 


ry nt ¥ 
abidine hey must therefore have 
been at that lime in the tncreasc of that sin 
which is unto death, “ To ive (ihus) car- | 


’ ae OF 1, 99 Ey . agarne 
nally mnaea is ds ‘ath.?? hi is sin against 
the spirit of lo and there! re aramst the 


r . . , 
holy ghost. -‘tlis sin however coes not 
i of ine carnal mind, 


, 
. 


ve ope! ‘rat 1S Haas IOVE. 
a . . . t 6 t ed 
for sn ts an nei of the crecture, ang the un- 
’ we bana! ? > ~ ty 
pera Mwadie Sia 


nature ol enmity which -naturails 
; . 


is instigzted by the wicked 
exist in 
al} men, ii stain by (ie -ullerinas of Curtst, 
ned in men, even the power of bis 
deat, in taking away the creat sin of the 
world, which could not be forgiven, but 
taken away by the death of Christ. No 
other sin but this could ever pro duce mor- 
al deal in man: this alone is sin unto 
deaih in ail men. By one min, sin (not 
sius = oe ites into the woricd, and death by 
sin(not s itis) and death (not deaths) by sin, 
soil so deat! th (not dea’hs) passed upen al! 
men for that all (not pirt) have sinned. 
Rom. ve 12, 


' 
oma, 
awa.¢ 


passed on all the criminals. Query. Are 
any of those thus guilty, forgiven said sin? 
Eternal truth says 0. Then, let him that 
is without sin casi the firs: stone, or be si- 
lent, or first plead and prove himseif not 
guiliy of the sin unto death, (upoi all nen, 
‘Lhe malevolent princip.e of evil in man, 
Which produces that unpardonable act, or 
sin, is vot of ihe flesh ; it is not the animal 
spirit, but is rooted in 
course cannot be slain by bodily sickness 
aad corporeal death, pestilence, sword, or 
famine can never, by destroying tne earth- 
ly body, slay that enmity of the banian 
heart. Itis a mental disease of the mind. 
therefore, it is a.mental work of cur Sa- 
Viour to destroy it: and that by an appli- 
cation cf that agony of soul which he felt 
when he cried out, “ My soul is exceeding- 
ly sorrowful even unto death.” At this 
time his soul \mententy) was pearing the 
reat sin unto death, even the sin of the 
world, which the Lamb of God was to take 
away, not forgive. Verily no man in this 
Worid can be traly ours again, till be has 
first experienged ihe slaying of the enmity | 
Within, Tbis work * regenera‘ion, the 
new bir'h follows, undei he Baek mal ago- 
hizing in the which 1s 


carden bi bis soul. 





If for a particular sin, of 
which al! became guilty, death has actually | 


the intellect ; of 


the second operation, man 


exceeding sorrowful even unto death. In 
rises to life in 
Christ, and is a new creature, old things are 
done away, &c. By regeneration the new 
with, 
arist in his mental sorrow uato 
death and resurrection unto life. J = 
it cannot be demied by any real christi 


r~ 


| but what all of this experience can, and fre. 


t 
' the arzument, 


, uisease so far equal sovereigz 


world, with- 
alteration im the bodv or 


quently does take place in this 
out aay 
earthy constiution ; which substantiates 
the idea, that the emmity, of which we have 
been speaking, is nO property of the ani- 
nal tpirit or flesh. For it appears from 
that no power of the body 
the all conquering 
Neithe ‘rcan bod: ly 
n grace, as by 
kiling the body, slay the sail In man, 
and thereby meke him a new creature, 
No 3 truly this great change is the exclu- 
sive work of the divine Sprit in Christ Je- 
sus. However, to be brief, we will no leave 


4 . 
SCPIOUS 


can preserve it fron 
nower of divine fire, 


| this point in question fx, the reader’s medi- 
| _— and ens on, 


| 


To show why it can never be truly 


| er: thot the sin against the holy Ghost is 
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(in him. 





ever forgiven. Our text says, it hath ne- 
ver forgivness. | think 1t must be acknow- 
ledged by all that truth is as eteinal as 
God. Well, is it not truth, that all have 
sianed, and for such sin death hath passed 
upon ali men? Yea, then it is tree that 
sit is not forgiven, but punished with death. 
Tlfen, of course, it never will be true, that 
for ssid sin, man was not punished: and no 
good sense, is given, in saying that any part 
or all were also forgive a thesame sin. ‘The 
conclusion is, it w ili al iways remain a sacred 
truth, that no man was ever forgivea that 
sin which was punished with death upon all 
men. Was not - who knew no sin, (that 
is of hisown) made sin for us, and was num- 
bered with the transgressors ? He was 
punished in death, with the wicked. The 
chastisement of our peace was vpon him, 
that by his stripes we might be healed. 
Isa, 53d chapter. He bore our griefs and 
our sorrows. For what purpose? I an- 
swer, to make that death, to which.all men 
were sentenced, efficacious in destroying 
the enmity of the human heart, that we 
might be healed. Did he in thus being 
punished for our sin, receive our forgive- 
ness? Nay, ovr chastisement ? ‘T hen the 
su for which he suffered was not forgiven 
I should think it a very singular 


way of forgiving a number of rebellious 
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children. for the parent io dihis one who 
Was Innocent, and chastise him very se- 
verely, and then appoint hima judge, and 
then appoint hima judge and executioner, 
to condemn and punish all the rest of his 
children. 





(To be continued.) 
FOR THE INQUIRER. 
Serious thoughts of an hour. 

“© Show me thy faith withou: thy works, 
and T wil shew you my faith by my works.” 
Was not Abraham our father, justified by 
works when he offered up fsaae his son up 
on the altar? See tien how faith ide 
perrect by his works : James uy. 18, 21, 22. 
Now then, it; as an able divine bas assericd 
in my hearing, thalour best avd nivst pre- 
cious performances, being done with all 
the zeal we 
good, or Carrytig us ore step heaves, 
serve only to sink us dee per Tio ever ast- 
ing misery and woe, 1 ask, what encour- 
agi ment the sinner or even the ery has 
to pray? And stil the same divines will 
preac h up the necessity of good Ue 


ter. vie 
was fil 


WV ard, 


faith and repentance, and will tell you, if | 


you will keep the commandments, do jus- 
tice, love mercy, and walk humbly, you 
shall be saved. Nothing is wanting but 


be opened ; 
gree, and proclaims , ‘Flo every one that 
thirsteth, come ye, buy wine and milk, with- 
out money and without price.” 


who spe sels in the positive de- 


is it possible that Christ should hold forth 
the offers of life and salvation to those 
who the Father hed: decreed should be 
damned? No, my friends, it would be per- 
fect mockery : it cannot be the case; nor 
do i believe that the almighty calls on his 
creatures to make them anew heart, and to 
be perfect as ticir Father in heaven is per- 


‘fect, and, at the same time, withholds from 


' them tbe power to perform and then damns 


{ 
| 


them for not having that power. And fur- 
thermore, if all my good acts will serve 
only to damn me, 1 will be cautious how fT 
do any more; for | have done bad deeds 
enough to make me miserable, and ifall my 


possess instead of dolug any | geod deeds willmake me more so, 1 will 


shun hin as P would the devil, for fear I 


should be doubly miseralic. 


S| 


of God caniiot be true. 


your own coniphiance witn the terms of the | 
gospel, avd you shail inherit eternal life ; | 


and pray for the salvation of ail men, when, 
at the same time, they dei] bypocritically 
with God, for they believe that he, froim 
eternity, decreed ihat many, , (and some be- 
lieve much - greatest part of mankind,) 
shall be eternally miserable. What an in 
consistency ! That Christ should come 


~nosuch thing : 


into the world and offer life and salvation | 
to those whom tie Futher had. by an im- | 


mutable decree, passed by and fore ordain 
ed to eternal death. What has the sinner 
to do inthis case? His fate was fixed from 
eternity, and he doomed to endless misery 
without hope ; and still the preacher will] 
Say, Salvation is w ithin our reach, 
you are Jost, it wil be beeanse, 

Waitug to yourselves; therefore, 


you are 


prey : ‘nd de all she good you possibl can, | 
eno you have the promise of pardou and | 


forgiveness of al! your sins: and, in the 


sane sermon, will tell you, that your most 


ucts and devo 


' 
this vis lay ! What! Contuie or contra- 
who hoth said | 
id, knock and st shall 


roaonMseS OF Wihirist, 


’ 
amet Dry 
eLOm aia! 


ye shal. fi 





and, if 


‘tied Seviour 2? How 


iftie doctrine be true that soine civines 
preach up atthe present day, then the word 
They contradict 
it in word and action ; for God saith, “1 
delight not in the death of the sinner: but, 
if he bad reprobated them from eternity, did 
he noi take pleasure and delight in his own 
acts? Christ came not into the world to 
condemn the world. but that tite world thro’ 
him might be saved. And he, (meaning > 
Chrtst,) by the grace of God tasted death 
for every man! What! tasted death for 
every reprobate ! But, say they. he 
died for all it is true, but his blood will be 
applied to the elect only. A poor misera- 
ble answer indeed. ‘The scriptures assert 
and shall vain man, to make 
hinself popular among a certain class of 
people, misrepresent the gospel of a cruci- 
would Christ ¥ eep 


‘over Jerusalem and say * How often would 
'Lhave gathered thy children as a hen gath- 
-ereth Ler chickens under her wings but ye. 
| would not.” 


‘ou must } 


ion serve only to sink | 
Vou deeper and deeper tato endless misery. | 


con and oviestcralt does | 





Why did he not say ! would have gather- 
ed you, but my father bath decreed T should 
not. Then their house would not have 
been deserted by their own act, but by the 
Father’s act. But this was not the case. 
It wa» not because God had decreed they 
should noi, but because they would not be 
gathered. I conceive such preaching to 
be very pernicious. It serves only to dis- 
courage the sinner. We teel ourselves free 
to act and hold ourselves acc countable crea- 
tures ; but if Tact out of fatal necessity, 
and under a permanent deciee, no blame 
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can be eae io me for God will not 


dainn ine for not doiag a thing that he ne- 
ver gave me power to perform. Bat will 
reward every man according to the deeds 
dove in the body, whether they be good, or, 
whether they be evil. 


I conclude by saying, thatif[ give a cup | 


Ses water in the name of a disciple, | 
shall in wo wise lose my reward, let the 
ena hers say what they w:ll, for faith with 
out works is dead, being alot ic,as the the 
apostle James. 
J.J. 





FOR THE INQUIRER. 
* Ifthe doctrine of anive sai salvation be 


true, there is no use ol preaching, praying, | 


exhoriiig, admonishag. going to meeting, 
or aten ‘ing to any divine injune ious, re- 
ligious duties sor ceremonies of any kind, 
for all wil: be saved without them ; and we 


may goon in all manner of | iniquity, live in | 


open rebellion against God and our fellow 
men, commit the most aggravating crimes, 

and yet we sliall be saved, and all shali be 
well noi withstanding.” 

The above is reiterated, by the opposers 
of the ail glorious gospel of the divine Rr- 
deemer of all mank:nd. Reader, look at it, 
before you go further, and reflect. Shall 
we continue in sin, that grace may abound, 
God forbid !! The objections here brought 
to the doctrine of universal grace do, in 
themseives afford contradictions enough to 
overthrow them. It would be perfectly un- 
natural and ungrateful in the highest sense, 
were a family of children, on discovering 
that their parents intended to effect their 
happiness, to commit outrage and abuse the 
benesolent designs of their parents. Just 
so is the case before us. 

Now we will desect this formidable ob- 
jection, and see if it will bear a critical exa- 
mination. And here we will state that 
which is allowed by all, viz. that sin and 
misery, are inseparably connected, ‘ and 
go according to this rule-” Now I ask 
what salvation Christ came to procure for 
us? Let the scriptures answer; “ Thou 
shalt call his name Jesus. for he shall save 
his people from their sins.” Then Jesus 
Christ came to save us from stn, and no 
ah 
fer the sbject to you. Can you enjoy sal- | 
vation while living | in the constant practice 
of that waich makes you miserable ? — Re- 
member that he who dees wrong ¢hall be 
miserable, and the wrong shall effect his 
micery. But when he shall haye repaired | 


udless hell!!!) Now, kind reader, I re- | 





wag 
f ‘the i injury, and ceased to do wrong, he shall 
' cease to be miserabie : and the cause which 
| is sin being lost, the effect, which is mise- 
| ry cannot remain; for an effect cannot ex- 
| ist without a cause. Now were our oppo- 
| nents to practice according to their objec- 
tion, it would involve them in damnation, 
and salvation would be out of the question ; 
_ therefore you see the conclusion of our op- 
ponents’ crude, disyinted preces of inconsis- 
| tency; for sin produces the opposite of sal- 
' vation, and is experienced when committed. 
Bat I joy ia God through our Lord Je- 
sus Christ by whom we have now received 
the atonement that when they shall believe 
| it, all their objections will be forgotten ; 
and that time shall come for all shall know 
ihe Lord from the least to the greatest and 
God wili remember our sins no more.” 
| Heb. Sth chapter. 
_ Now [am ready to state our reasons for- 
ihe propriety of preaching the salvation of 
all men: and 
Ist. The doctrine which teaches the end- 
less excruciating anguish of some of God’s 
_legtlimate offspring, has driven hundreds 
of honestly disposed people to distraction, 
and the commission of suicide, to the hor- 
rid murder of their helplss innocent babes, 
to prevent thir transgressions, that the 
| ponderous wrath of an incenced Deity 
should not be enkindled agains! them, and 
hurl ihem to the b'ack abodes of furtes, as 
the victims of infinite ire. 
2d. That sentiment which stands in op- 
position to unbounded, equal and impartial 
grace, is derogatory to the character of cur 
| heavenly Father. And the scriptures of 
divine trath which we think both our duty 
and privilege, to defend. 
3d. The doctrine of interminable woe, 
has only served to alienate the minds of 
God’s mora! family, and envelop his true 
character, and nature, which “ is love.” I 
herdly think an earthly parent wou!d con- 
sider il non-essential, were the same slan- 
derous and designing men, by a gross mis- 
representation of his character, to cause his 
children to forfeit all filial affection, and 
| shun him as an enemy, whether their wan- 
\ detings were reclaimed and they brought 
to the knowledge and embrace of his love, 
and a knowledge of his truecharacter or not. 
Let us try this for a moment, and let those 
| who desire the happiness of their offspring, 
| apply the following to themselves. Rea- 
| der, suppose you were a kind benevolent 
parent, (for no other character will apply 
to our heavenly Father,) in the quict pos- 
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session a a numerous and respectable f am- | rain upon the jast an ind upon the unjust,” 





ily, feasting on the banquet of your siniles, ‘and there is no respect of persons.” 

aud basking in the caresses of your = EPAPHRODITUS. 
ons, & witnessing the most potent tude ; 

tions of your unch: inging Lo ve and iar FOR THE INQUIRER. 

for their happiness and welfare 5 being | THE MORALIST—No. 2. 

bound by the strong cerdsoftilial gratitude, | Lying bins are abomination to the Lord. 
and enamored with your paternal and un-| In order to determine precisely the char- 


paralleled graces which their better senses “acter of a lying man, itis proper to ascer- 
would not permit them to slander, Tn the | tain the relation | he bears to society. Ev- 
mean time under colour of friendship and | ery person ts under obligations to con- 
good will, a miscreant comes and lays be- | tribute to the support of society, Ev- 
fore your astonished children, to all the very exertion that wili tend to strengthen 
forms of design, subtelty and art, an oppo- | tne bands of moral obligation ; every ef- 
site character in their kind parent. He ! fort that will improve the mind in the pur- 
tells them that vou are crucl and rr ‘Tentless, ‘suit of virtue and every means that vi 
and are feeding them with dainties perhaps, | evable society to arrive at the goa! of ha 
and rendering them cuntetable for the | piness, should be rendered che erfully by 
present, but after a short period, you inteud | every member of community. Wohoes 
to consign a part of them at least, to excru- | departs from these rules de parts anid a 
clating “torments ; ; their as tonished senses | knew nduty. One person may improve 
give way to the subtelty of their arch de- | the moral condition of society in one way 
ceiver, and persuaded to accredit the hor- | and another in adificrent. One may move 
vid and unnaturalreport. The coasequence | in this sphere and another in that. How- 
is, they forsake your paternal roof, and | ever diversified may be the dutics of 
eave a peaceful home ; wandering in doubt | man; he is always bound to speak truth. 
and the bitter azonies of suspense, they are ; ‘To do otherwise he would es ‘t the o: 
devising mean3 to reconcile a loving parent | der and prosperity of society, endanger it 
who ever designed their felicity, or Jost in , best interests and manifest a total disregard 
the gulfof mental despair. Would it be of | to the injunctions of God, 
no consequence to your deluded childrca, Society repose a dey ‘ce of confidence in 
to acquaint them of your trae character, every man, @ id every min is to a certain 
your benevolent designs towards them, and , degree responsible for his conduct. What- 
bring them again to the oy ment of your | ever therefore a man does, that is not agree- 
unalterable peace ? Aod wou!d you not, | able to the prin ciples of truth, is directly 
rf you had + the power, as nas Almig zhty God, | calculated to weaken the cords that bind 
by messengers of peace, eficct their recor- | society together. 
ciliation, Every man in the unimpaired | ‘The * lying man” aims a deep blow at 
possession oi common sense, would say | truth, and a deadly weapon at the peace of 
that ne would, and that it it would be of the society. By the “ lying lips” a whole 
first importance to his itinerant children. ; neighborhood is kept in continual commo- 
Bat says he, who wishes to evade the force | tion. The liar disturbs the peace and hap- 
of prop: ‘ety, “ Tfall will be saved in eter- | piness of neighbors. He breaks asunder 
nity, ao matter what their situation or de- | the bonds of sweet friendship, which have 
ception may be ia this life.” kept them together so long. Where love 
The above equivocation fiever was dic- | and benevolence, concord and peace, a 
tated by a philauthroptc disposition ; and | mutual interchange of friendly oflices exist- 
whoever makes it is the greatest eremy | ed, he has caused hat red, discord, war and 
that can be both to Godand min. Weare | tanealt to ensue, to the total discoulfiture 
commanded to * be perfect even as our | of promised bliss. He too, has embittered 
Father in heaven ts perfect.” And as our | the happiness of tadividuals. He has‘vis- 
human actions canno! extend beyond this | ited the domestic circle, «here the sweets 
life, a desire anda correspondent course of | of social converse have given zes{fand 
conduct to enhance our matual happiness | charm and beauty—where domestic tran- 
will constitute ms perfect in) this mort: il | quility ha’ imparted a brilliancy and glow 
sphere, and fulfill the tpjaumction of the Sa- | to virtue, and where peace and happiness 


> 
A 


lot 


viour: Ser ® God mehkerh his san to rise on | bave bloomed with renewed freshness, and 
the evil and oa the good, and sendeth his | pourgdfrom his horn ot iniquity the poison of 


| 


ae) & ne 


w—— ie OO 





ee ee ee ee eee ee os Eo wl 











THE GOSPE 


INQU IRER. 


63 








spects have been blight- | 


falsehood uatil pre 


thar dihood to ‘contradict sacred tes estimony, 


ed, happiness emed. and the cold hand | by telling us that no action is considered 
of indiTererce assumed the place of the | good with God unless the performer be 


WuPi alter 
innocent bilarity been footed with apatiy, 
distance and want of friendship. Shun 
the “liar,” reader, as you would the pesti- 
lence or midnight assassin. Flee from him 
as you w ould trom a famine. He its your 
gre eatest foe. Associate not with him.— 
Seek the company of those who love the 
truth, Let tre’h be your constant com- 
ponion and the fraits of your lips. Then 
aid the sua of eighteousness wiil 
gil | your every morn with their radiant 
smiles. Then will a firm, a steady, state- 
ly step mark peer ee oings forth ane the field 
of moratity will be decked with the most 
rich, enchanting luxuriant A lectin Bee 
flawers will move majestically, while blown 
by the zephyrs of goodness, and unite a 
fragrance that will feast the virtuous mind. 
‘fo him whose lips are wont to lie, we 
say your conduct is an abomination to the 
Lord. ‘To enjoy bts approbation, his smiles, 


pe ace 


and the fruits of righteousness, break oif | i 


from your lying ways and your joys will 
be enhanced. LUCAS. 





FOR THE INQUIRER. 
Mr. Editor,— 
Ef the following remarks should be con- 
sidered worthy an insertion in your col- 
umns, they are at your service. f 


MORALITY. 

The advocates of particular systems of 
faith, are not uofrequently heard to say that 
moral: ity will avail its adhercnts nothing, 
especially in a fature state of existence, 
We shall take the li! erty to examine this 
sage opinion. Did we y hear it from 
he mouths of the multitude; it might not 
be worth our attention; but as it some- 
times drops from the sacred desk, it certain- 
ly deserves to be noticed seriously. 

Let us inquirc, what must be tht inflo- 
ence ofa maxim which teaches men that 
good actions will not be ever rewarded. 
We think surer could be done to 
discourage, relax, and to dally retard all vir 
For what 
humammovements 2? Wiat 
todo food ? Is it not a fio 
{uot what is it? Uf this be pe be « 
ed, man will at once cease to do good, 
learn to do evil. Bui by the s f 
learn that “ men will be re eae accord- 


only 


nothing 


; a ' 
{uous pursuits purpose are all 


re of reward ? 


te =i! ‘OV - 


and 


‘tionand the joys and festivities of 


ing to their works ;” yet zealots have the | 





_ doctrine. 


a 


within the precine tsof the church, It fol- 
lows of course that the best moralist in the 
world never receives any thing or nothing 
but punishment for the strictest adherence 
to the most salutary rules of ethics, experi- 
ence and common sense contradict this 
If we ask one of these fanatics 
how man should act to please God, or gain 
happiness, be will tell us to throw away mo- 
raliiy, or at least place no dependence on 
that, for it will only sink us deeper into 
miseyy in faturity. Again he isasked how 
men are to obtain happimess and promote it 
in society ? Why, says he subscribe to my 
creed, which we shall find to be either ma- 
homeianism, calvinism or ‘some wild ism, 
which is sure to “ deal damnation round 
the land in great profusion, and then he 
tellsus we shall doubtless be happy. How? 
In the miseries of our own imagination. 
No, doubtless, for we can then see the jus- 
tice of God in dooming and have the pleas- 
ing assurance that he will doom his and our 
eucmics to endless pains. But infatuated 
bigot, rationality spurns you from her pre- 
sence as ainark of civility, and tells you to 
throw away your man-m ade systems of 
formalities, giving precepts without corres- 
ponding examples. Let fancy paint to our 
view a society of men acting destitute of 
moral obligation ; in what do they place 
their hopes of bappiness either present or 
future? The truth shall auswer. ‘Phey 
fashionably worship they know not what, 
“—~- three times a week, contribate largely 
to East India or other missions, beg eagerly 
for others todo something to save the poor 
heathen souls, and it really would seem, 
that thev think to appease an angry un- 
changeable God by these fashionable for- 
a alities. 

It requires but litle sagacily. fo diseover 


thousands at the present day, who are as 


completely pharisces as those of old, tho’ 
ihe re fiinement of the age causes their for- 


mutfities to differ. Modern pharisee, while 
you thank God that you are not as other 


men, be assured that the man who ts strict- 


‘Jy moral bas abundant reason to thank bim 


stimulates man | 
| hope of the hypocrite 


1 





| quently t 
crip'ures we | $ 


that he is not like you, inasmuch as “ the 
shall perish.” The 
man who despises morality, and conse- 
the practice of its salutary princi- 
ics is generally putled up to an uncom- 


tortable size with ostentatious orthodoxy, 


Such persons scem to lock down es wills 
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a kind of pbeileged conte io on hints 
neighbors who are practically moral in 
their daily walk, and thereby do in verity 
offer up most fervent prayers to their ma- 
ker while the pharisee stands at the corner 
of streets and offers up his abomiuable ser- 
vice. But let it be understood that we shall 
ever cherish, embrace and defend the idea, 
that a system of religious faith and worship, 
has a salutary influence on man. 

Then let the scripture be our creed, and 
let every man be diligent to know what that 
teaches, and we think that all would then 
be fully persuaded that pure religion and 
undefiled before God, must bave its basis 
in moral rectitude, and that without this 
foundation, all pretensions to religion must 
banish like the baseless fabric of a vision 
and existin theory, or an empty name. 

The reader may object to the foregoing 
ideas by saying they argue that salvation ts 
gained by works. ‘To this we w 
in the language of St. James ii. 17th. Ev- 
en so faith, if it hath not works, 1s dead, 
being alone. Again verse 20. But wilt 
thou knew, Ovain man, that faith without 
works is dead? So it plainly appears that 
faith has its life and only iatrinsic value in 
works. Works are the province of the 

ractical moral:st. 
justified and not by faith only. 


We ask then, ye boasting votartes of) 


faith alone which is dead, whether morality 
shall avail ite adherents nothing ? 
without further comments we appeal to 
all but blind bigots, to say whether morali- 
ty avails i's adherents nothing, something, 
or every thing desirable. 


, LELAND. 


EXTRAVAGANCE OF 
RIES. 

lt is stated in the * New-Kigland Gal- 

axy” that the visiting dress of Mrs. Jadson, 

{who recently visited this country to ob- 


But 


MISSIONA- 


tain money for missionary pa es,) cost | 
the round sum of twelve hundred dollars ! | 


Her shawl cost S300; her 


$150 more. The remaining sum 
soon be made up injewelry, <c. 





iG A BRIEF REPLY, 


To the Rev. Lemuel Haynes’? sermon | 
y 


against Universal Salvation—by the Rev. 
Hiosea Ballou of Boston, for sale OY C, 
Nic hols, at his printing office ta this village : 
pr: ice 6 cents, 





| 
iil answer | 


By works a man is | 


. Leghorn Bia, | 
$150, and the lace trimming on her .own, | 
wouid | 


| 
| Kneeland, 
} 
| 


a 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 
QUERIES. 

When heaven’s Lord created man, 
Did he create without a plan ? 

Or did his matchless love dictate, 
Knowledge divise, and power create ? 
Did he by stern and fix’d decree 
Doom part to endless misery ? 

Or did he will that all mankind 

lo him eternal life should find ? 

If he doom’d some to endless woe 
Before they did existence know, 

Do we behold that love divine ! 
Does goodness in his actions shine ? 
But if he will’d that Adam’s race 
Should taste the riches of his grace, 
O.how divine appears his ways, 
Itow worthy of our ceaseless praise. 


OSCAR. 


se 


NOTICES. 

All persons to wnom proposals were sent 
| for publishing Mr. Balfour's work, are re- 
| quested to retura them immediate ly, io Mr. 
| S. Ethridge the publisher, at Charlestown, 
who intends to put the work to press, ac- 
‘cording to agreement. 

| Our subseribers w'io receive their pa- 
pers at the office are requested to send for 
them when they are pablished. 





The Editor expects to preach at Eatons- 
bush on the Ist, and tn this village on the 
_dta sabbath of October next. 

No Communication forwarded by mail, 
canbe received, except the postage be paid. 

Persons wishing to become subscribers 
for "Phe faguirer,” can forward to us 
their names through the medium of our 
agents or othérwise. Ed. 








OF? To Correspondents. 
| S. is received and wili be attended to. 
| QOarinmend of Florida is informed, that 
| his request will be co mplied’ wiih, We 
| hope ‘s hear trom Leland again. 
INQUIRER, 
Fairfield; 
Russia; Jobn 
Little Lakee 


| 
| AGENTS FOR THE 
| Silas Thompson, Salisbury; D Brayton, 
| PD. Burton, New-Port ; John Graves, 
?. Suell, Manheim ; squire Hoimes, ; 
tra Chase, Utica 3 Rev. S. R. Smith, Clinton ; Rev. 
Hamilton ¢ 
; 


Ss. Jones, Augusta; Rev. Oliver Ackley 
Rev. bo Ferris, Udaditta ; S Devendorfl, Minden 


Oxford: A. Richardson, Hartwick 3 
ogres Stowell, Hopeville B. 
. Dubois, Kingston ; Judge 
Frisbee, Duanesbush; J. 
epb Stevens, Cheshire, Mass, 


Anson 
J. Adams, 


Cary, 
Troy $ 
Charleston ; 
Devendorff, Verona 3 fk 


Whitual, Varcellus ; 








PRINTE Dk VERY OTH ERSATUKD:Y AT LITTLE 
FALLS, N-¥.3 BY CHARLES NICHOLS, AT 
His PRISTING OFPICE,——FOR THE 

EDITOR AND PUBLISHERe 


